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Photography with Matt Williams on the Upper Gulf Coast in 

Texas 
 

April 18-24, 2020 
 

 
 

“Texas in April” are quite possibly three of the most exciting words in American birding. The 
diversity and sheer volume of birds that flow through Texas during the peak of spring migration 
can be mind- boggling. We will have fantastic opportunities to photograph shorebirds, wading 
birds, and neotropical migrant songbirds in some of the renowned hotspots of the upper Texas 

coast. Few places in the United States can compete with the Texas coast in terms of the 
diversity and total numbers of birds that flow through during the peak of spring migration and 

we will be there at the perfect time to witness this incredible event unfolding. This tour is 
specifically designed to put you in the absolute best places to photograph this spectacle of 

nature first-hand and give you an experience you won’t soon forget!  
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Itinerary Overview: 

 
April 18: Arrival in Houston and transfer to Hotel 
April 19: Texas City Prairie Preserve and Sites around Galveston 
April 20-23: Bolivar Flats Sanctuary, High Island, and More! 
April 24: Depart for Home 
 

Detailed Itinerary: 
 
April 18: Arrival in Houston and transfer to Hotel 
 
Please plan your travel to Texas to ensure you arrive at Houston’s William P. Hobby Airport (airport code HOU) no later than 4:00 
P.M. Central Time on April 11th. Please note that Houston has two major airports, but Hobby is on the southeast side of town 
which will save us a lot of time and traffic for the direction we are heading. Once everyone has arrived, we will head towards our 
hotel on Galveston Island where we will spend the week. Galveston Island is centrally located for the locations we will be visiting 
during the week and boasts several outstanding birding spots within fifteen minutes of the hotel. Our first evening, we’ll plan to 
have a nice dinner together to give everyone a chance to get to know each other, and your guide will give a short overview 
presentation of the places we will be going and what we hope to see, along with answering any questions you may have about 
the plans for the week. 
 
Overnight: Hampton Inn or similar 

 
April 19: Texas City Prairie Preserve and Sites around Galveston 
 
We will enjoy a quick breakfast at the hotel and then head towards the coast. On 
April weekends, many of the well-known birding locations on the Texas coast are 
extremely busy. With this in mind, we will start our day at The Nature 
Conservancy’s Texas City Prairie Preserve where we will have fantastic 
opportunities to view some of the upper Texas coast specialties without the 
crowds! We will likely have great opportunities to photograph Clapper Rail, 
Seaside Sparrow, American Oystercatcher, Ruddy Turnstone, Loggerhead 
Shrike, and several species of terns. In addition, we will have a great chance to 
see other fantastic species like White-tailed Kite, White-tailed Hawk, Mottled 
Duck, and Black-bellied Whistling Duck that are fairly common on the property. In 
the afternoon, we will travel to Galveston Island. 
 
Galveston used to be the largest city in Texas, and one of the most important 
ports in the United States. Although its economic importance has declined over 
the years, Galveston still retains a good deal of fascinating history including 
historic mansions, and the seawall that raised the level of the entire island to 
prevent flooding. Our focus this afternoon and evening will be targeting some of 
the shorebirds and wading birds that can be found on the island. Reddish Egrets, 
Clapper Rails, and Roseate Spoonbills all often feed in the marshes very close to 
some of the quiet roads on the west side of the island, giving us great 
photographic opportunities for these and other species. We’ll also check out some 
of the grassy areas to see if we can spot Upland Sandpiper, American Golden 
Plover, or Long-billed Curlews. Depending on the weather, we may choose to 
walk through some of the isolated woodlots on the island that can produce 

incredible numbers of warblers, vireos, buntings, orioles, and other species on good migration days. There are several water 
drips set up here, where we can sit with our cameras and get some very nice photos as birds come in to drink and bathe. 
 
Overnight: Hampton Inn or similar 
 
April 20-23: Bolivar Flats Sanctuary, High Island, and More! 
 
The weather conditions will determine our exact itinerary for the rest of our time on the Upper Texas Coast. We will keep a close 
eye on the weather to make sure that we are at one of the coastal migrant traps in the afternoon if fall out conditions are  

Roseate Spoonbill 
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possible. We will definitely spend time at the Houston Audubon’s Bolivar Flats Sanctuary, which has been recognized as part of 
the Western Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network. This site is outstanding for a number of species of shorebirds, terns, and 
gulls including American Avocet, Marbled Godwit, Piping Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Least Tern, and Wilson’s Plover.   
 
Of course, we will also visit High Island and several of the 
sanctuaries there. Boy Scout Woods and Smith Oaks have 
become some of the most celebrated locations to view the 
spectacle of spring migration in the entire country, and for 
good reason. Since many of the birds will leave the Yucatan 
Peninsula in Mexico at dusk and travel non-stop across the 
Gulf of Mexico, that means the peak arrival. time on the Texas 
Coast is usually in the afternoon, so we will plan our schedule 
so that we can be on site to witness the arrivals at these 
sanctuaries which are some of the first “islands” of habitat that 
the birds come to once they arrive on our shores exhausted 
from the journey. Twenty or more species of warblers, as well 
as an amazing diversity of tanagers, buntings, grosbeaks, 
vireos and thrushes are all possible targets for us here. Smith 
Oaks also has a rookery of nesting birds that include Roseate 
Spoonbills, and several species of herons and egrets. 
American alligators often patrol the waters near the nesting 
colony, and Purple Gallinules are also possibilities here and 
elsewhere along the coast. Late afternoon and evening often 
provide the best opportunity to photograph the nesting egrets, 
spoonbills and herons at the rookery, so we will be sure to spend at least one evening here to get some great behavior and flight 
shots of these spectacular birds! 
 
There are also a number of other locations in the area that we will explore as we have time, including Galveston Island State 
Park where the elusive Black Rail can, on rare occasions, be heard calling in the marsh.  The ferry between Galveston Island 
and Bolivar Peninsula can also provide great opportunities for flight shots of several species of gulls and terns, as well as Brown 
Pelicans and other water birds. Atlantic Bottlenose Dolphins sometimes can be seen from the ferry as well. 
 
Overnight: Hampton Inn or similar 
 
April 24: Transfer to Houston in time to depart for home 

Today will largely be a travel day. We will be having breakfast and checking out of our hotel to head to the airport and drop off 
everyone for their flights home. Please make sure your flights home from Hobby Airport are no earlier than 11:00 A.M. Central 
Time on Friday, April 17th. 
 
 
 
Expected Climate  
Texas temperatures can be quite variable in April, so bringing clothes that you can layer is important. Temperatures can be cool 
in the mornings, especially near the water where there is often a breeze. By late afternoon in the sun, it can be quite warm. 
Planning for temperatures anywhere from the 50’s to the upper 80’s is best. Some of the best birding can be before, during, or 
after rain showers, so bringing an outer layer that is waterproof is also important. 
 
Recommended Photography Gear  
You should bring your longest telephoto lens on this tour, especially for shorebirds and warblers. Ideally, once you add in your 
camera’s crop factor, any teleconverters, plus your lens, you’d be upwards of 500mm or more. A good tripod and flash with flash 
extender are also recommended, although some of the sanctuaries we will be in do not allow the use of flash. For some of the 
situations (like birds in flight), it would also be helpful to have a mid-range lens combination in the 200-400mm range that you 
can hand hold. A waterproof covering you can quickly put over your camera set up could also be very useful.  
 
Tour Pace and Walking  
We will do some walking along trails and along the beach but this will generally be fairly-slow paced and will not be for long 
distances, although it can be a little tiring if you’re carrying heavy camera gear. We will also have some situations where we will 
be in a blind for several hours, where very little physical effort will be required.  

Black Skimmers 
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Habitats Covered  
We will cover a variety of habitats in an effort to see a good variety of species. This will include coastal wetlands, mudflats, 
coastal woodlands, and grasslands, among others.  
 
Top Birds  
Some of the most sought-after species that we’ll have a good chance to see (species in bold we will have a good chance to 
photograph) on this trip include Reddish Egret, Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, American Oystercatcher, Black Skimmer, Sandwich 
Tern, White-tailed Kite, American Avocet, Marbled Godwit, Snowy Plover, Wilson’s Plover, Ruddy Turnstone, Least Tern, 
Clapper Rail, Great Egret, Snowy Egret, White Ibis, Roseate Spoonbill, Painted Bunting, Loggerhead Shrike, Northern Bobwhite, 
Summer Tanager, Scarlet Tanager, Blue Grosbeak, Orchard Oriole, Great-tailed Grackle, Laughing Gull, to practice our 
photography skills on birds in flight. White-tailed Hawk, Brown Pelican, Crested Caracara, and 20 or more species of warblers. In 
all, it would not be a surprise to tally more than 125 species during our trip. 
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Trip Details: 
 
Cost: 
Price per person (double occupancy), from Houston, Texas: $2,899 
Single Supplement: $450 
 
Price Includes: 
Expert Guides 
Ground Transportation 
All Lodging 
All Meals 
Park Entrance Fees 
 

Price Does Not Include: 
Airfare to and from Houston, Texas  
Passport and Visa Fees  
Alcoholic Beverages 
Personal Items 
Travel Insurance 
Tips 

 
Deposit: 
Payment in full is required to hold your spot on this tour.  
  
If you have any questions about this tour or would like to sign up for it, please contact Rob at info@SabrewingNatureTours.com 
or by phone at 317-324-8505. 
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Upper Texas Coast 
Photo 2020 

REGISTRATION 
 
  
 Participant 1:         Participant 2: 

___________________________________________________       ______________________________________________________ 
Name (As it appears on Passport)       Name (As it appears on Passport) 

___________________________________________________        ______________________________________________________ 
Address          Address 

___________________________________________________       ______________________________________________________ 
City, State, Zip         City, State, Zip 

___________________________________________________        ______________________________________________________ 
Email           Email 

___________________________________________________        ______________________________________________________ 
Phone           Phone 

___________________________________________________        ____________________________________________________ 
Passport Number – Expiration - Country of Origin          Passport Number – Expiration - Country of Origin 

 
 
List current health and physical limitations: ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________  
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
List any allergies: ____________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
List any medications: __________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
List any dietary restrictions or preferences: ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 

 
 
List current health and physical limitations: __________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________  
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
List any allergies: ______________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
List any medications: ___________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
List any dietary restrictions or preferences: ________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 

 
In Case of Emergency Please Notify: 
 
Name:______________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to you: ___________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: _________________Cell:___________________ 
 
E-mail: _____________________________________________ 

 
In Case of Emergency Please Notify: 
 
Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to you: ____________________________________ 
 
Home Phone: _________________Cell:____________________ 
 
E-mail: ______________________________________________ 

 

 

 

mailto:info@SabrewingNatureTours.com
http://www.sabrewingnaturetours.com/


 
 

757 Howe Drive, Carmel, IN 46032 | 317-324-8505 
info@SabrewingNatureTours.com | www.SabrewingNatureTours.com 

Sabrewing Nature Tours 
Terms, Conditions, and Waiver 

 
TERMS: To register for a tour or workshop please complete the above registration form and sign below to acknowledge the terms. Send this 
form along with you Tour/Workshop Registration Form and your deposit or full tour amount to Sabrewing Nature Tours (SNT) at the below 
address. Registrations will be processed on a first come first served basis. We will place your name on the waiting list if your tour is full. 
 
The deposit for this trip is $1,000 per participant. Deposits and all signed forms are required to secure registration of your spot on the tour. 
Deposits are refundable less a 20% processing fee ONLY if the spot can be filled with another participant at the full tour price. Deposits received 
after a tour has filled will be returned and your name will be placed on a waiting list. Payment in full is due at least 90 days prior to the start of 
the tour. Registrants who have not paid their remaining balance will forfeit their deposit and their place on the tour. Payment by personal check 
is strongly preferred. If you would like to pay with a credit card, additional fees will apply. We strongly suggest you consider trip insurance to 
cover you in the event of a medical or other emergency that would prohibit you from joining the tour. 
 
The activity level required for each tour will be described on the tour page. If in doubt, please contact SNT to determine if a tour is right for you. 
Any physical or medical concerns including allergies and/or dietary restrictions should be communicated to SNT. All tours will be non-smoking 
during group activities including but not limited to meals, slide programs, vehicle travel and when birding/photographing in close proximity to 
other participants. Tour groups will be kept small for the enjoyment of all participants. Target group sizes are listed in each tour description on 
our web site. SNT reserves the right to exceed the target group size by no more than one participant. 
 
Tours will be held regardless of weather conditions. Severe weather may dictate informal discussion and/or a slide program while we wait for the 
weather to break. Tours will begin at the scheduled time. Tardiness may result in missing the boat, or van so to speak. There are no guarantees 
in nature. Tours are designed to coincide with excellent nature viewing opportunities. Decisions will be made daily to determine where the group 
should be to maximize opportunities. Deviation from the scheduled itinerary may be necessary.  
 
It is imperative that all participants follow rules and suggestions set forth by the leaders and/or local guides. Failure to comply could pose a safety 
risk to you or other tour participants. For the safety of all clients we reserve the right to restrict access to tour functions at any time. 
 
Airfare is NOT included in the price of the tour unless otherwise noted on the tour page. Registered participants will receive more specific details 
of what to bring as well as a more detailed outline of what can be expected on the tour upon payment in full and no later than 60 days prior to 
the start of the tour. 
 
Photo tour participants wishing to get the most from their tour will have a working knowledge of their camera equipment prior to the tour. 
Suggestions on exposure modes, camera settings and a variety of techniques will be verbalized throughout the tour. Do bring your camera’s 
manual. Every camera is unique in its operation thus it is impossible to know every feature of every camera model. Participants will be put in the 
best locations to take advantage of the light, wind, and habitat. We will work to improve compositions and make suggestions to vary your 
perspective that will improve your resulting images. Participants will also learn techniques to successfully capture action and behavior images. 
 
Waiver: I am aware that certain risks and dangers are inherent to nature travel and photography and may occur during a Sabrewing Nature 
Tours event and that such risk and dangers cannot be eliminated without diminishing the quality of the workshop/tour for which I have 
registered. Risks include but are not limited to theft or other loss of equipment or personal belongings; illness, injury, accident or death; travel 
hazards by air, boat, automobile or other vehicle; exposure to elements and other forces of nature and acts of God; both native and non-native 
wildlife, insects and flora as well as political, civil or military disturbance, strike, quarantine, government restriction and terrorist threat. I 
understand on or off trail hiking can present risk of falls that may result in damage to camera equipment, or significant personal injury or death. 
I understand Sabrewing Nature Tours is not responsible for inclement weather and cannot and does not guarantee subject matter will be 
available for photography on any given date or location. I further understand I am solely responsible for additional expenses incurred by me 
due to medical emergency or other travel delays, including but not limited to the expense of extra nights lodging or flight itinerary changes. I 
voluntarily assume all risks and will hold Sabrewing Nature Tours, its partners and cooperating agents, the workshop leader(s), any and all co-
leaders, assistants and other participants harmless from any and all liability, actions, causes of action, claims, debts, and demands which arise 
in connection with the tour. The terms hereof shall serve as a release and assumption of risk for my heirs, administrators, and executors, and 
for all members of my family, including any minors accompanying me. In the event a lawsuit is filed, the enrolling participant agrees to do so 
solely in Hamilton County in the State of Indiana. 
 
I have read and agree with the above terms and conditions. 
 
 

_______________________________________________   _______________________________________________    
Participant 1: Signature     Date   Participant 2: Signature     Date 
 
Please complete forms, sign the second form, and send them with your deposit or full tour amount. 
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